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EACH IN HIS OWN PRIVATE BLIZZARD

The phrase PRIVATE BL1ZZARD comes
from a Margaret Atwood poem titled “The City
Planners”. It’s a nod to the way I wrote this
album, chipping away at it outside of the studio
and especially often in the beating heart of the
city - in coffee shops, bars, museums, train
stations, hotel lobbies, you name it. While a lot of
it was written in New York, Los Angeles, London
and Singapore, it was almost entirely recorded in
Nashville. I’d never been there prior to starting
Private Blizzard. It was the perfect backdrop to
create what ended up being a very organic record.
What an absolute dream it was to work on it with
JT, my producer and main collaborator, as well as
all the incredible musicians that brought their
magic to MMK Studios. A huge shout out to
David, Mookie, Josh, and Jack for the love they
gave to this project. These songs have held my
hand through some painful and confusing points
during my 23rd and 24th years of life.
I think of them as friends.

I can’t wait to introduce you to them.
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MAKING TRAGEDY

I don’t think I’ve revised a song as much as I revised Tragedy... going back and forth on the tiniest

lyrical and melodic details, singing each line dozens of times in order to get the perfect take.

For context, I started it with my friends Jam City and Myles in the summer of 2022. Myles and I
were humming melodies over a guitar loop that Jam had just made. After messing around with it
for a few minutes and recording a voice memo titled “Don’t Think About It”, we started working
on something else. Months later I was walking around Hampstead Heath and listening to voice

notes from the summer sessions only to discover the hook melody. It was stuck in my head all day.

For most of December and early January I sat in a library in London, trying to figure out what the
song needed to be about. I remembered this painful interaction with an ex that I had previously
failed to weave into a song. TLDR: after a shitty and unproductive three month stint in LA, I met
up with him in New York only to find out he was seeing someone new.
After saying goodbye, I went to my sister’s apartment and cried about feeling pathetic.

It felt like a day out of a sitcom.

Anyway, one morning as I was trying to write this song, my eye was caught by the “Tragedy”
section in the library. Shortly after, the idea of being a “main character in a tragedy” came to me
and the story started pouring out of me. Jam and I made a demo on a cold and blustery January
day. We workshopped it a bunch but it still felt incomplete. Fast-forward to April,
my producer JT and I spent two weeks in Nashville trying to fix the song, removing lyrics,
tightening ~ melodies, and  solidifying a  production  direction  for it
By the end of April we finally had something we both loved. This was all tied together, of course,
by the incredible improvised one-take

piano solo Mookie did for the bridge.

Once it was finished, I had no doubt that it was going to be the lead single. I initially planned for

it to come out in 2023 but I decided to finish more of Private Blizzard first.

TRAGEDY came out on
JANUARY 19, 2024

LIFE AFTER VIRALITY

The beauty of music is that the same song can soundtrack people’s lives in completely different

ways. For that reason, I usually hesitate to talk about the subjects of songs I write.

Il make an exception for “How?” because it has an interesting origin story.

In the wake of a song that went super viral a couple of years ago (you know the one), I had this
existential crisis about music and my life. About how to keep people’s attention,
how to convert a moment into a lifetime. On days when my music streamed well,

I was in a great mood. When numbers would dip, my mood would too.

Once the initial momentum subsided, my brain went into overdrive, thinking about how to entice
the algorithm, how to elevate my style, how to convince people that it wasn’t a fluke,
how to make people think I was cool. It was frantic, it was exhausting. Most of all, it was
unproductive. ~ For many months, I was paralyzed by these questions

and didn’t make any music at all.

From talking to other artists, I know this is a relatable experience. Getting the dopamine rush
from a viral moment and feeling completely defeated when another one
doesn’t  follow right away. At some point I realized I  completely
lost sense of who I was and why I loved writing music in the first place. I decided to focus on
making the album that I wanted to make rather than one I thought
would do well in a conventional sense.

I wrote the lyrics for “How?” while on a social media break.

Returning to the algorithm game now (in order to promote said album),
I feel that franticness sometimes. At the same time, the last few years have taught me

how to better separate it from my self-worth.

HOW? came out on

APRIL 10, 2024
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LONELY CITY WALTZ

Lonely city waltz
Table just for one

I watch the world go

By from my corner
Lonely city waltz
Ghost to everyone

Got  nowhere else to  be

So I wander

Didn’t want to stay in bed tonight
Sweeping the cobwebs of my mind
So I took an evening stroll
Followed the noise to the city’s heart
Music  bleeding out the bars
And people spilling out into the road
They all come here to forget
College kids and bachelorettes
Living purely for this moment
i try to soak it in
IS s mile S as RIS hass S ithem

But they’re too far gone to even notice

Lonely city waltz
Table just for one

I watch the world go

By from my corner
Lonely city waltz
Ghost to everyone

Got  nowhere else to  be

So I wander

Say I'm just looking for company
Someone to draw a map for me

Someone to help me pass the eve
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THE COMING MONTHS

By the time this comes out, the third single "Speed of
Light" will probably be out. If all goes according to
plan, the album will be announced at the El Rey
Show in LA and some of you will have this in your
hand. I know it's a long runway between announcing
and releasing but I promise you're going to hear a lot
of music  between now and  then.

The FORECAST for the next few months is busy.

Volume 2 will be out in August.
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